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Ashleigh Campbell, 2/12/18, 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives/Goals: 

1.     The students will be able to identify what accumulation is. 
2.     The students will be able to identify different types of accumulation. 

Common Core Content Standards: 

· Earth and Space Science (ESS): Water is in the air. 
· Language (L.2.3)- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening. 
  

Methods: 

At the beginning of class, the teacher will walk to the front of the room and tell the students what 
they will be learning about this week. He/she will tell the students they are learning about the 
water cycle. The teacher will tell the kids that there are four steps/phases in the water cycle. The 
teacher will ask the students if they know what the four steps are. If students raise their hands the 
teacher will call on students to answer and see if they get it right. If no one raises their hand the 
teacher will tell the students, the steps. The teacher will ask one of the students to pass out the 
graphic organizer they will be doing in class. As the teacher draws the water cycle on the board 
the students will fill out the graphic organizer along with him/her while they briefly go over all 
the words: accumulation, evaporation, condensation, precipitation, and their meanings. When all 
the students are finished filling out the graphic organizer with the teacher they will put the 
graphic organizer in their notes folder in their desk. Now the teacher will ask a series of 
questions about different types of bodies of water. He/she asks the students to raise their hands if 
the question is true to them. To encourage kids to raise their hands the teacher participates with 
the students. 

Teacher: Who has ever seen/heard of the ocean? 

Students and teacher raise hand 

Who has ever seen/heard of a puddle? 

Students and teacher raise hand 

Who has ever seen/heard of a lake or river? 

Students and teacher raise hand 

After the oral questioning the teacher will walk over to the middle of the room and ask another 
question.  
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Teacher: Based off all the questions we raised our hands for, what do you think accumulation is? 
(teacher waits for 5 seconds so kids have time to think) 

Student: Water? 

Teacher: Good guess! It has a lot to do with water. Accumulation is when water droplets come 
together/gather to form a body of water that’s big or small. 

The teacher goes over to her desk that has pictures of different bodies of water, so they can 
visualize what accumulation looks like. The teacher explains that the bodies of water are made of 
all the droplets of water collecting together. The teacher goes to the back of the room and has all 
the students stand up. He/she tells the students to pretend that they are a droplet of water. The 
students are split in half. They must decide whether they want to start as an ocean, puddle, or 
river. The teacher talks to the students about directions. 

Teacher: 

Now that you are all in a group, you need to pick whether you want to be an ocean, a puddle, or a 
river. If you are an ocean all of you should form a circle and lock arms as one large group. If you 
choose to be a puddle each person will pick a partner from your group and stand with them 
locking arms. Make sure you stand separate from other “puddles”. If you choose to be a river 
then all of you will form a line and lock arms. To put a little twist on the game it will be like 
rock, paper, scissors. Ocean beats puddle, puddle beats river, and river beats ocean. The students 
get 15 seconds to decide which body of water they want to be. At the end of the 15 seconds they 
will form their body of water together. Ready, get set, go! The teacher will give the students 10 
minutes to play. The team with the highest amount of points wins. 

After the “ocean, puddle, river” game, the students will pick up a marker box for their tables. As 
the students go to sit back down, the teacher passes out an exit slip. The intervention kids will 
have to pick whether they want to be a droplet in the ocean, a puddle, or a river. Then they need 
to tell why they chose this type of accumulation. After they are finished with their explanation, 
they will draw a picture of the accumulation choice and color it (Exit slip 1). The enrichment 
kids will have to pick an accumulation type to write a short story about. (Ex. Puddle: I am a 
droplet in a puddle. A jogger stepped on me and I splashed off into the grass.) Then they must 
draw out their story and color it (exit slip 2). The teacher will be walking around the room for the 
remainder of class to answer questions, keep the kids on task, and help the students if needed. 
When they are finished they will turn their papers into the “TURN IN TRAY” and start to clean 
up. 

Materials: graphic organizer, exit slip (enrichment (2)/intervention (1)), marker box, pictures of 
water 
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Connection to Prior Knowledge: 1st Grade Ohio weather standard 

Assessment: 

Before: Oral Questioning. (who has ever seen the ocean? A puddle? A lake? A river?) 

During: droplet class activity 

After: Exit slip 

Special Needs of Students: 

Enrichment: The students must give a short story about them as a droplet in the ocean or in a 
puddle. (more elaborate) 

Intervention: The students must pick whether they want to be a puddle or a droplet in the ocean 
and why. (simple) 

Reflection: 

1.     Physical- They get up and move around during the “ocean, puddle, river” game. 
Cognitive- The exit slip because they have go in depth with their accumulation choices. 
(critical thinking) 
Language- Students talk with their teams to figure out what accumulation they will be. 
Social Emotional- The students talk to each other to work together. 
2.     The teacher will determine whether the students have learned the material by their 
exit slip coloring/story activity. The activity allows them to think of the different types of 
accumulation and write/draw about them. 
3.     Multiple Intelligences- Bodily-kinesthetic, Interpersonal, linguistic, intrapersonal. 
4.     The students were able to learn creatively. 
5.     Yes, the teacher will know by how well the students did on their exit slip. 
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Name: ________________________________ Date: ___________ 

  

Water Cycle Graphic Organizer 
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Exit Slip 1 

  
Name: ________________________________________________________  

 

Which Accumulation Are You? 

 

 Directions: Pick the accumulation you want to be (puddle, river, or ocean). 
After you choose one, explain why you chose it. Then draw a picture of your 
accumulation.  
  
Circle one: Puddle, River, Ocean 
  
Explanation: 
  
  
  
Illustration: 
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 Exit Slip 2 
  
Name: ___________________________________________________________  

 

Which Accumulation Are You? 

  

 Directions: Pick the accumulation you want to be (puddle, river, or ocean). 
Write a story about what happens to you or anything that you see while you 
are a puddle, river, or an ocean. Then illustrate what occurred.  
 
Example: I am a droplet in a puddle. A jogger stepped on me and I splashed 
off into the grass. 
  
Circle one: Puddle, River, Ocean 
  
Story: 
  
  
  
Illustration: 
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Ashleigh Campbell, Professor Hess 

Learning Objectives/Goals: The students will be able to identify the second step in the water 
cycle (evaporation). The students will be able to record observations they make in a journal 
writing.  

Common Core Content Standards: 

1.     Earth and Space Science (ESS): Water is in the air. 
2. Writing (W.2.7)- Participate in shared research and writing projects (record 
science observations). 

Methods: 

The students pick up their starter slips from the TO DO tray on their way in. The students will 
have about 10 minutes to complete the starter and turn it into the TURN IN tray. While the 
students are doing their starter, the teacher is walking around the room making sure students are 
staying on track and helping them if they have questions. 

*10 minutes later* 

The teacher is at the front of the room. While walking to the middle he/she says, “Who has ever 
heard of evaporation?” 

All students raise their hands because we went over the word briefly the previous day. The 
teacher walks to his/her desk and explains to the children that they will be watching a video 
about evaporation and then having a discussion with a partner about it 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=iRLqAhaniyg). The discussion will last 
about 20 minutes. After the video the teacher puts the children in groups of three. The teacher 
has the students go where they are most comfortable. After all the students are settled the teacher 
is going to ask the first question. What do you think evaporation is? Teacher tells the students to 
put thumbs up when they have each gotten a chance to say their answers to each other. The 
teacher will call on a random group to answer the question. The teacher gives the students 5 
minutes to talk about each question. The next question is, what role did the sun play in the video? 
(Students give thumbs up and teacher calls on a random group). The next question is Why do 
you think the water painting in the shade didn’t evaporate like the painting in the sun? (students 
give thumbs up when they are ready, and the teacher calls on two random groups this time.) The 
next question is What did evaporation look like in the plastic bag? (students put thumbs up when 
ready and the teacher calls on a random group.) 

The teacher walks to the back of the room and asks if anyone can give the class a definition for 
the word evaporation. A few students raise their hands. The teacher walks to the middle of the 
room and calls on a student. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=iRLqAhaniyg
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Student: Evaporation is when water disappears. 

Teacher: Good definition! (teacher gives student high five for their answer.) 

Teacher: Evaporation is when heat makes water turn from a liquid into a gas. This gas is called 
water vapor. Raise your hand if you ever watched your parents boil water on the stove before? 
(Students raise their hands). What do you see when the water boils? (Teacher calls on a student). 

Student: I see steam come up from the water. 

Teacher: Good! The steam that your classmate is talking about is water vapor. The water that is 
boiling is in the process of evaporating.  

Teacher: Today in class we will be experimenting and journaling after. Each table will get a hand 
sanitizer bottle. (As the teacher keeps explaining he/she is passing out the hand sanitizer.)  You 
will be putting hand sanitizer on your hands and observing what happens after you start to rub it 
in. I will pass out a paper with observation questions on it to answer in your journals after the 
experiment is finished. You will have the remainder of class to experiment and journal so make 
sure you are fully engaged. The teacher will be asking the children questions during the 
experiment.  

After the teacher passes out everything he/she will tell the students to put 3 squirts of hand 
sanitizer on their hands. (The teacher will do the same, not only as a visual but for 
encouragement as well. The teacher will tell the students to rub it in just a little. As the teacher 
rubs it in his/her hands she asks the students, “Are your hands really wet or really dry? The 
students answer saying really wet. As the experiment goes on and the teacher keeps her hands 
out in front of her, so are the students hands, and they are making observations. After a minute or 
two the teacher will ask the students how their hands feel now. The students will say more dry. 
The teacher will ask the students why they think their hands are more dry. The students must say 
something along the lines of evaporation. After the experiment is over the teacher picks up the 
handsanitizer. The teacher tells the students to go pick up their journals by calling out each table 
one by one, so it isn’t clustered in the room. The teacher walks to his/her desk and turns on some 
music and plays it so it's low enough to hear all the students, but loud enough for them to hear 
the music. 

After passing out the observation questions, the teacher walks around the room and watches the 
students as they do the experiment and start their journals. 

*Observation Questions (intervention)* 

1. What is evaporation? 
2. Do your hands stay wet or do they dry up? 
3. At what point of the experiment is evaporation happening? 
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4. Is this the same type of evaporation as the drying up? 

**Observation Questions (enrichment)** 

1. What is evaporation? 
2. Do your hands stay wet? If not, how long did it take for your hands to dry? 
3. At what point of the experiment is evaporation happening? How can you tell? 
4. Is this the same type of evaporation as the boiling water? (Bonus: tell me how it’s 
the same! HINT: heat.) 

When the students have finished their journals, they start to clean up by putting journals away 
and helping pick up the hand sanitizer. After the supplies and journals have been put up the 
teacher gives the students the last 5 minutes to turn to the person next to them and talk about the 
experiment together. 

Materials: hand sanitizer, journals, starter slip, Observation Question slips, evaporation video 

  

Connection to Prior Knowledge: First grade ESS standard (sun, energy, and weather). 

  

Assessment: 

Before- starter question slip 

During- hand sanitizer experiment 

After- Journal about experiment 

Special Needs: 

Intervention: The observation questions are more on the easier side, but still challenge the 
students. (*) 

Enrichment: The questions are harder, and the students must explain their answers.(**) 

  

Reflection: 

1. Physical- students get up for journals, clean up time, and for the starter 
Cognitive- students answering the observation questions 
Language- Students answering the teacher’s questions/ talking to partner about 
experiment 
Social emotional- talking to their partner about the experiment 
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2. If the students answered correctly on the starter and the observation questions, 
then I know they met the learning goals. 
3. Yes, I have hit multiple intelligences in the lesson (musical, kinesthetic, 
interpersonal, intrapersonal) 
4. Verbal, aural, and logical learning styles were used. 
5. Yes, and I will know this based off the student’s answers in their journals and 
starters. 
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 Name: _______________________________________  

Date: ________________________________________  

 

Starter!  

Directions: Draw and label two types of accumulation. (Accumulation: water gathered together)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

Name:_______________________________________ 

 

*Observation Questions* 

  

1. What is evaporation? 

  

  

2. Do your hands stay wet or do they dry up? 

  

  

  

3. At what point of the experiment is evaporation happening?  

  

  

  

4. Is this the same type of evaporation as the drying up?  
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Name:_____________________________________ 

 

**Observation Questions** 

  

1. What is evaporation? 

  

  

  

2. Do your hands stay wet? If not, how long did it take for your hands to dry? 

  

  

3. At what point of the experiment is evaporation happening? How can you tell? 

  

  

  

  

4. Is this the same type of evaporation as the boiling water? (Bonus: tell me how it’s the same! 
HINT: heat.) 
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Ashleigh Campbell, 3/22/18, 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Students will be able to identify what condensation is. Students will be 
able to conversate with their peers about the water cycle steps they have learned in class. 

Common Core Content Standards: 

1. Earth and Space Science (ESS): water is in the air 
2. Speaking and Listening (SL.2.1): Participate in collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger 
groups. 

Methods: 

 The students will walk in and have a seat at their desks. The teacher will pass out a starter 
for the kids to fill out. On it will have accumulation and evaporation pictures. The students will 
have to determine which one is accumulation, and which one is evaporation. When the students 
are done they will put their starters in the TURN IN tray. While the students do their starter, the 
teacher will write down condensation on the board in big letters and make sure the materials for 
the experiment are ready. 

 After the teacher and the students are done with these tasks the teacher will walk in the 
front of the room and question the students about condensation. 

Teacher: Raise your hand if you can read the word on the board for me? 

(Students raised their hands, and teacher calls on one) 

Student: condensation 

Teacher: Good job! Can anyone tell me what this word means? 

(Teacher calls on student) 

Student: Something with clouds 

Teacher: Good! It does have to do with clouds. Condensation is when the water vapor (gas) from 
evaporation turns to liquid and forms a cloud in the sky. The clouds form when hot air mixes 
with cold air. Today in class we are going to be making a cloud in a jar! Before we start the 
experiment we will watch a video on condensation. 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfUtBz8Pwyo ) The students will watch the first 51 seconds 
of the video to get a feel for condensation. 

Since the students differentiated evaporation and accumulation for their starters, now they will 
get into groups of three. They will have different partners than the previous day. In these groups 
they will all have a sheet of lined paper and they will write all three steps of the water cycle in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfUtBz8Pwyo
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order, write the definition of each, and draw a picture for each as an example. After this they will 
present it to the class. (This whole thing should take 20-25 minutes.) 

 The teacher starts to pass out the materials to the kids and instructs them not to mess with 
anything yet. While the teacher gets the materials, the teacher tells the students to go get a 
worksheet out of the TO DO tray. The students will fill out the worksheet while their table does 
the experiment. (each table gets one jar and one set of materials.) 

Teacher: Here is a list of instructions for the experiment. We will walk through them together as 
a class, so everyone is on the same page. 

 The teacher has the students follow along with what she does and what the paper tells 
them to do. Teacher walk through: 

· (the teacher already handled the boiling water and put it in the jar (1/2 cup 
of water) with blue food dye before giving it to the students.) 
· Students place the ice cubes on the top of the mason jar lid. 
· Spray the top of the water in the jar with hairspray. 
· Place the lid with ice on the jar and watch the cloud form. 
· Take the lid off and watch the cloud float away. 

After the experiment the students will do the worksheet that goes with it. They will have 15 
minutes to do the worksheet by themselves. At this time the teacher will walk around the room 
and make sure students are staying on track. The teacher will also be able to assist students who 
need help. When the students are finished with their worksheet the teacher will go over the paper 
with the students, so everyone is on the same page. 

Now the teacher will have the students do a brain break. They will get up and do 10 jumping 
jacks, spin in a circle 5 times, and go high five another person in the room while making a funny 
face. 

 They will write their answer and both of their names on one sheet of paper and turn it in the 
TURN IN tray. The students will get the sheet of paper from the teacher as he/she assigns the 
partners. (Both students will get up and walk to the teacher to get the paper.) The students can sit 
wherever they would like to ask the question as long as they are in the classroom. This way the 
students are comfortable. (Intervention students will be paired together, and enrichment students 
will be paired together. This way they are both on the same level of understanding for the 
question they will be given.) The teacher will have a question on the sheet of lined paper already 
ready for each group. The intervention students will all have the same question and the 
enrichment kids will have the same question. The intervention question is, how does water vapor 
from evaporation relate to forming a cloud in the condensation step of the water cycle? (Hint: 
think about the experiment we did in class. What plus what makes a cloud form?) The 
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enrichment question is, what plus what made the cloud form in our experiment? Give the specific 
materials we used that triggered the cloud formation. (Hint: think of the condensation definition 
from the beginning of class and your worksheet.) 

Materials: starter worksheet, mason jar, boiling water with blue food coloring, hairspray, ice, 
cloud making worksheet, end assessment slip of paper (regular lined paper with interview 
question on it.), directions sheet, lined paper 

Connection to Prior Knowledge: first grade science standard 

Assessment: 

Before- starter sheet/questioning 

During-cloud experiment/worksheet 

After- interview question 

 Special Needs: 

·       Intervention: their question will be push them to think more critically, but 
not frustrate them. (The intervention question is, how does water vapor from 
evaporation relate to forming a cloud in the condensation step of the water cycle? 
(Hint: think about the definition of condensation. What plus what makes a cloud 
form?) 
· Enrichment: Their question will cause them to think critically and discuss 
their opinions on the topic. (what plus what made the cloud form in our 
experiment? Give the specific materials we used that triggered the cloud 
formation. The materials that you can choose from are hairspray, boiling water, 
ice, blue food dye, or the jar. (Hint: think of the condensation definition from the 
beginning of class and your worksheet.) 

  

Reflection: 

1.      Physical- Brain break/experiment 

Cognitive- interview question/worksheet 

Language- partner interview/going over worksheet as a class 

Social emotional- brain break/interview 
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2.     If the students answer the questions correctly on their worksheet and for their 
interviews with their partner, then the teacher will know if the students are on the same 
page. 
3.     Brain break- kinesthetic, interpersonal- interviews, intrapersonal- worksheet, logical 
mathematical- interview question, visual- experiment and directions sheet 
4.     I have addressed critical thinking and hands on activities to allow students to see 
results. 
5.     Yes, because they got the answers correct and did well during the lesson. 
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Name: ________________________________________________ 

  

Starter   

Which one is accumulation? Which one is evaporation? Write the correct answer under 
the correct picture.  

  

  

  

 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
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Directions!  

 • (the teacher already handled the boiling water and put it in the 
jar (1/2 cup of water) with blue food dye before giving it to the 
students.) 

 • Students place the ice cubes on the top of the mason jar lid.  

• Spray the top of the water in the jar with hairspray. 

 • Place the lid with ice on the jar and watch the cloud form.  

 • Take the lid off and watch the cloud float away. 
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Name: ____________________________________________  

Condensation Experiment  
  

1. ______________________ and _______________________ form a cloud during the 
condensation step. 

  

2. ______________________ symbolizes cold air in the experiment. 

  

  

3. ______________________ symbolizes hot air in the experiment. 

  

  

4. If the water was cold water instead of boiling water, would the cloud still form? Why?  

  

  

5. Did you see the cloud form and float away? Describe what went on during the time it formed 
to the time it disappeared as it floated away. 
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Ashleigh Campbell, 4/7/18, 2nd Grade  
  
Learning Goals/Objectives: The students will be able to identify what precipitation is. The 
students will also be able to create a play and rate/perform in front of the class using the correct 
information. 
Common Core Content Standards: 
1. Earth and Space Science (ESS): Water is in the air. 
 2. Language (L.2.3)- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening.  
Methods: 
As the students walk into the classroom the teacher gives them their bell ringers. There will be 
two different bell ringers, one for intervention and one for enrichment. The teacher tells the 
students to turn in their bell ringers when they are finished in the TURN IN tray. The 
intervention bell ringer is to match words to the appropriate picture. (if it is evaporation then they 
must match it with the gas rising from the water, accumulation would be the body of water, and 
condensation would be clouds). The enrichment bell ringer is the same, but they must come up 
with a word to use for each of the phases (evaporation= gas, heat, etc. condensation= clouds, hot 
and cold mix, etc. precipitation= rain, snow, sleet, hail. accumulation= together, body, etc). The 
enrichment students must put the words they make up next to the pictures they match up with. 
While the children are doing the bell ringers the teacher will be making sure all the stations are 
set up correctly. The teacher will start in the back of the room and start to walk around and help 
kids who are stuck/see how many kids still need time. After all the students are finished the 
teacher is going to start to explain the stations. The teacher walks over to station number one 
while telling the students this is the “hand music” station. This is where you will rub your hands 
together to make the sound of rain. I would like for you to come together with your group and try 
and figure out how to make hand music (loud and soft). The teacher will leave a directions paper 
on the station one table, so the students know where to start. The teacher also tells the students 
that if they need help then they must raise their hands and he/she will be right over. (the 
directions will tell the students to rub their hands together slowly and then work their way up to 
rubbing/clapping fast.) The students will come together and write what the slow rubbing sounded 
like (light rain) and what the fast rubbing/clapping sounded like (hard rain). Then the teacher will 
walk over to the next station and tell the students that this is the “cotton cloud” station. The 
teacher explains that this is the station where the students will make clouds out of cotton balls by 
gluing them to a blue piece of construction paper and drawing some type of precipitation. They 
have the choice of drawing rain, snow, sleet, or hail. (There will be a paper at the station that 
shows what each precipitation looks like.) The teacher reminds the students to put their names on 
all their work. The teacher starts to walk to the third station and says this is the “play” station. At 
this station the students will be creating a play with their group to perform in front of the class at 
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the end of the day. The students will be making props and a script that explains the water cycle. 
Someone in their group must be the sun, the cloud, and one student must be the narrator. The 
remaining students must make the rain music with their hands as the rain falls during 
precipitation. This way they are incorporating another station into this, so the teacher knows that 
they understood both the hand music and when the appropriate time comes to make the music in 
the water cycle. For each transition the teacher will give the students 15 minutes to complete the 
station. When 15 minutes is over the teacher will play a transition song as a cue to the students 
that they clean up and switch stations. When all the students are finished going through the 
stations they will perform their plays and the students will pick who has the best play at the end. 
After all the instruction is done the teacher will put eight students in three different groups and 
put each group at a station. While the groups are working the teacher will be walking around and 
helping students and making sure they are staying on task. The teacher will also be there to 
answer questions the students have and to evaluate the kids. The teacher will evaluate by seeing 
how each group is working at each station. Are the students doing the activity correctly and 
understanding the material? If not, the teacher will nudge the students in the right direction by 
referring to the direction pages at each station. After the last rotation is over the teacher will tell 
the students to clean up each station and then sit with their groups at the station they ended on. 
The teacher will call a group up to perform. After they perform the next group will perform and 
then the last group will perform. After all the groups are done the teacher will have all the 
students close their eyes and put their heads down. The teacher will have the students raise their 
hands to show which group they think was the best. The winner of the play competition will get 
a sticker. (Jokes on the kids, they are all winners, and will all receive stickers! The teacher is 
going to pick who is the best in the end and he/she chooses all.) The self-reflection sheet is a 
question for the students to see how they felt about the stations. This way the teacher will know 
if the students enjoyed it or not. If they did that means the teacher could do more stations. When 
the students are finished with their center reflections they will turn in all their station work plus 
the reflection in the TURN IN tray. As the students leave the classroom they will all get a 
sticker! 
Materials/Resources: direction sheets, cotton balls, blue construction paper, glue, markers, 
lined paper for script, bell ringers, center reflection sheet, construction paper (other colors) for 
props, scissors, cardboard, big poster board sized paper for decoration in the play if needed. (use 
recycle bin for resources as well if needed.  
Connection to Prior Knowledge: first grade earth and space science standard.  
Assessment: 
Before- Bell ringer question 
During- Centers 
After- the students play performance 
Special Needs: 
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 • Intervention- match words to the appropriate picture. (if it is evaporation then they must match 
it with the gas rising from the water, accumulation would be the body of water, and condensation 
would be clouds). 
• Enrichment- bell ringer is the same, but they must come up with a word to use for each of the 
phases (evaporation= gas, heat, etc. condensation= clouds, hot and cold mix, etc. precipitation= 
rain, snow, sleet, hail. accumulation= together, body, etc). The enrichment students must put the 
words they make up next to the pictures they match up with. 
Reflection: 
1. Physical- hand music  Cognitive- the bell ringer Language- the students speaking during their 
performance  Social- group work  
2. If the students are doing the stations correctly while the teacher is evaluating, then the students 
are meeting the learning goals.  
3. Musical- hand music, kinesthetic- transitions, play, hand music, interpersonal- group work, 
intrapersonal- cotton clouds, logical- bell ringer, visual- direction sheets 4. I have used centers as 
the lesson’s learning style for the day. 
 5. Yes, if the play is done correctly then the teacher knows the students know the water cycle 
and they know when precipitation happens during the cycle.  
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Cotton Clouds! 

Directions:  
 1. Use the blue construction paper as your background for your art.  
2. Use the cotton balls for your clouds. Glue he cotton balls on the paper.  
 3. Pick one of the precipitation choices to draw under your clouds!  
Precipitation is rain, snow, sleet, or hail!  
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29 

Play! 

Directions: 
 1. Use the lined paper to write your script for the water cycle.  
2. Use the resources given to make props.  
 3. Make sure to use the right water cycle vocabulary in the 
correct order!  
4. Use the hand music for the rain in your precipitation section.  
5. Pick who you want to be- 1 Narrator 1 Sun 1 Cloud 5 Rain 
music producers (make it light or heavy rain!)  
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Hand Music! 
Directions: 
  1.  As a group rub your hands together slowly. Pay attention to 
the sound it makes. Does it sound like light rain or heavy rain? 
2. Now rub your hands together very fast and add some 
clapping/stomping. Does it sound like light or heavy rain?  
3. Use the lined paper at this station to write your answers to 
question 1 and 2. Then come together and make a hand music 
song however you want to make it. (Only use your hands)  
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*BELL RINGER* 
 
Match the words to the appropriate picture! 
  
1. Evaporation  
  
  
2. Condensation  
  
  
3. Accumulation  
  
  
4. Precipitation  
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**BELL RINGER**  
Match the words to the appropriate picture. Then make up a 
word to go with each picture (example: evaporation- heat). You 
must put the words you make up next to the pictures they match 
up with.  
 
  
1. Evaporation  
  
 
2. Condensation  
  

 
3. Accumulation  
  
 
4. Precipitation  
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Center Reflection!  
Did you enjoy the centers? If so, what was your favorite 
activity? If you didn’t enjoy it, why not? 
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 Ashleigh Campbell, 4/21/18, 2nd Grade  
Learning Goals/Objectives: The students will be able to identify all parts of the water cycle in 
the appropriate order. The students will also be able to write a story based on their knowledge of 
the water cycle using the correct vocabulary.  
Common Core Content Standards:  
1. Earth and Space Science (ESS): Water is in the air. 
 2. Writing (W.2.2)- Text types and purpose: Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they 
introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide concluding statement 
or section.  
Methods: 
Before class the teacher will set up four group tables. Each group will have scissors, pencils, and 
markers. The teacher will set out half sheets of copy paper and a half sheet with four rows of four 
boxes on it, so the students can use it as a template when making their foldable.  
The students just came into class and are getting seated while the teacher is getting four direction 
sheets out for the first part of class. The teacher walks to the middle of the classroom and tells 
the students that they are going to be split off into four groups (two intervention and two 
enrichment). The teacher tells the students to pick up four half sheets of copy paper and a four 
rowed template off the counter. After the teacher splits the students into their groups he/she 
hands out the direction sheet to each group, so they can follow along as the teacher reads them. 
The direction sheet tells the students all the steps they must follow to make the “top tabs” 
foldable. (Before starting this foldable the teacher must make sure that each student has four half 
sheets and a four-rowed template). After all the students had their papers the teacher told the 
students that they must follow along with him/her as they all complete the foldable together. This 
way no one can get the foldable wrong. The teacher would say the directions as they made the 
foldable. The teacher should keep a steady pace with the children and make sure every child is 
making the foldable correctly before moving onto the next step in the directions. (the direction 
sheet will be included with this lesson plan.) After each step the teacher must have every student 
hold their foldable up in the air and check their work. Top tabs are very organized and are very 
similar to a binder, so the topics would be very easy to find and flip to. After the teacher goes 
over every step with the students and helps them make the foldable together as a class, he/she 
then gives the students another direction sheet that explains what they are to do as a group to this 
foldable (students make their own foldable but can talk amongst each other while creating it. 
This way the students can bounce ideas off each other and learn from each other).  
Group #1and #2 (intervention): The teacher tells them to label each of the tabs a step in the water 
cycle (accumulation, evaporation, condensation, precipitation). After the students label the tabs, 
now they put definitions of each step on the tabs. After a definition is on each tab the students get 
to draw examples of each step. Since they are drawing out their examples they must color their 
drawings.  
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Group #3 and #4 (enrichment): The teacher tells them to label each of their tabs with a step in the 
water cycle (accumulation, evaporation, condensation, precipitation). After the students label the 
tabs, now they put definitions of each step on the tabs. After the definitions are on the pages of 
the tabs they must write out their examples and have one picture for each tab showing what that 
step looks like. They can color their drawings too.  
Having the students in these groups will allow them to talk amongst each other about their 
foldables and how they are going to make theirs. When the students are finished with their 
foldables the teacher will check that they did it correctly and he/she will staple it for them.  Then 
the students will turn in their work in the TURN IN tray after putting their names on the back.  
The students clean up their group tables and head back to their seats. The teacher walks to the 
front of the room and explains to the kids what they will be doing as he/she passes out their 
poster paper and regular lined paper. The teacher explains that the students will be making a 
water cycle poster. They must show the water cycle in picture form and put them in the correct 
order. They must color it when they are finished drawing it. As they are working on their posters 
the teacher will be walking around to manage the classroom, but also help the kids if it is needed. 
As each child gets finished they will show it to the teacher and get a check mark on it to show 
the students they did their assignments correctly. When the students start to finish up the teacher 
tells them to write a journal entry on the lined paper he/she gave them. When the students write 
this story, they should tell it as if they are a water droplet and they tell their “life story”. They 
must include the correct vocabulary and have the cycle in the correct order. The students must be 
quiet while writing this entry/work on it ALONE. When the students are finished with their 
journal entries they will raise their hands, so the teacher can come and staple the papers together. 
Once their papers are stapled the students can turn in their work to the TURN IN tray and get 
ready to leave.  
Materials/Resources: direction sheets, half sheets of copy paper, lined paper, 4 row template, 
scissors, stapler, markers, poster paper  
Connection to Prior Knowledge: First grade ESS standard 
Assessment: 
Before- foldable 
During- poster 
After- Journal Writing (Water Droplet Story) 
Special Needs: 
Intervention: When the children do the examples in their foldables they will draw them out and 
color them.  
Enrichment: When the children do their foldables they must write out their examples and draw 
them. They can color their examples as well. 
Reflection:  
1. P: The students moving from the groups to the desks, students moving from their desks to the 
teacher to staple papers/get papers checked.  C: The students must take what they know about the 
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water cycle and make a water droplet story and the water cycle life. S: The students talked to 
each other while making their foldables and posters. L: The students talking to each other using 
the vocabulary from the water cycle while making their foldable and poster. 
 2. If the students did their assignments well for the day, then the teacher knows they have met 
their goals.  
3. Logical- the water droplet story, interpersonal- students talking to each other about their 
foldables and posters, Intrapersonal- students doing their journal entry by themselves, visual- 
direction sheets. 
 4. This learning style is more creative because the students have to take what they have learned 
and apply it to a poster, a story, and a foldable. The students will remember the water cycle 
better since they practiced the water cycle in so many creative ways.  
5.  Yes the student learned what was expected because they did well on all their assignments for 
the day. 
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Directions for foldable  
Group #1and #2: label each of the tabs a step in the water cycle 
(accumulation, evaporation, condensation, precipitation). After 
the students label the tabs, now put definitions of each step on 
the tabs. After a definition is on each tab the students get to draw 
examples of each step. Since they are drawing out their 
examples they must color their drawings.  
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Directions for foldable  
 Group #3 and #4: label each of their tabs with a step in the 
water cycle (accumulation, evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation). After the students label the tabs, now they put 
definitions of each step on the tabs. After the definitions are on 
the pages of the tabs they must write out their examples and 
have one picture for each tab showing what that step looks like. 
They must color their drawings.  
  
  
  
  
  
 


